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 No shortage of international flavor at film 
fest 
CHUCK GRAHAM

Published: 04.17.2008

With a nod to the early days of Tucson's film glamour, the 17th annual 

Arizona International Film Festival will add some old school elegance 

this year by holding Thursday's opening ceremonies at the shimmering 

Fox Theatre downtown. A screening of "Hollywood Chinese" (2007), the 

Taipei Golden Horse winner for Best Documentary, will be the 

centerpiece. The documentary recounts the lengthy if relatively less 

known contributions that Chinese artists in the U.S. have made to the 

movie world. 

From the first Chinese-American film produced in 1916, straight through 

to Ang Lee's smashing of cowboy stereotypes in "Brokeback Mountain" in 

2005, we meet the actors, directors and writers who created America's 

image of China. Arthur Dong, the director of "Hollywood Chinese," will 

attend the opening at the Fox and talk about the film. 

As befits this two-week cinema celebration billed as the state's longest 

running and largest film festival, lots more opening events will continue 

Friday with special festival startup programs at the downtown Screening 

Room, the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center and the Crossroads Festival 

Theatre, as well as a 6 p.m. schmoozing and cruising social get-together 

at the Hotel Congress. 

Capping Friday's films is a late night program of unconventional short 

films, "Edgy Shorts," at 10:30 p.m. in the Screening Room. 

Scheduled for screening during the two-week event are 93 films from 15 

countries, representing Australia, Korea, Japan, the Canary Islands, 

Latvia, the Netherlands, Germany, Italy, Spain, France, the United 

Kingdom, Mexico, Canada, China and the United States. Included are 18 

entries from the recent Sundance and jointly-running Slamdance 

festivals, as well as 15 new works from Arizona filmmakers. Included are 

25 full-length narrative features and documentaries. 

The heart of each year's AIFF is the Reel Frontier Film and Video 

Competition. This year's juried program of 15 features and 50 shorts from 

14 countries has been culled from submissions by independent 

filmmakers representing straight narrative, dramatic and comedy shorts, 

experimental, animation and documentary styles. These entries are 

shown throughout the festival. The winners are announced on April 26, 

then screened again in the Best of the Fest showcase on April 27. 

Cine Chicano is another perennial festival series favorite. This year's 

opening film is "Father G and the Homeboys," detailing the efforts of Jesuit 

priest Father Greg Boyle ,who was able to earn the confidence then 

redirect the lives of four "gang-bangers" living in the Boyle Heights sector 

of Los Angeles. For more than 20 years Father Boyle has nurtured 

Homeboy Industries to help local young people prepare for a life of 

success rather than a life of violence. 

Another entry is "Made in L.A.," telling the story of three Latinas working 

in the city's "sweatshops," who band together in a campaign to win basic 

labor protection from a "mega-trendy clothing retailer." A collection of 

short films by emerging Chicano filmmakers completes the lineup. 

The Wellness Cinema series, introduced last year, returns with fresh films 

on the topics of health, wellness and lifestyle. 

Young filmmakers will find expression in two programs: Festival -in-the-

Schools that will take films to local classrooms, and IndieYouth, featuring 

first films by young Southwestern filmmakers. Adding an international 

note is the Chinese Student Film Showcase presenting four short films 

completed recently at the Beijing Film Academy and Peking University.  

Individual film highlights include "The Ostrich Testimonies," documenting 

a tragedy at the popular "Rooster" Cogburn ostrich ranch north of Tucson 

on Interstate 10. A pair of hot air balloonists panicked hundreds of the 

birds, causing a stampede that killed many of them. Was it a sad accident 

or were the balloonists deliberately negligent? The filmmaker will be 

present at the Monday screening. 

"Wiener Takes All" chronicles the grit and the glory of dachshunds who 

love to run in competitive races. Who knew? The screening is outdoors 

April 24 at La Placita Village, where dog owners are encouraged to bring 

their pets to watch the movie. Admission is free, doggone it! 

A different sort of animal documentary is "Circus Rosaire," the story of 

nine generations of the Rosaire family that entertained audiences with 

legendary animal acts. Now the family struggles finding ways to compete 

with the glitz of digital entertainment.

1. Comment by April S. (aSandmeyer) — April 20,2008 @ 9:22AM 

Kicking off the Arizona International Film Festival is a FREE CONCERT 

at Club Congress (in Hotel Congress), 311 East Congress Street 

beginning at 7PM, Wednesday, April  23rd. Performing are MAYA 

CABALLERO & special guests Calexico's Jacob Valenzuela & Sa;vator 

Duran. Also on the bill are David D'Alessio and 5 foot 2.  

http://www.hotelcongress.com/2008/04/10/david -d%e2%80%

99alessio -film -festival -special -show/

2. Comment by james h. (filmschool) — April 20,2008 @ 9:14PM 

If looks like it is going to be a great show this year.

http://filmschools4u.blogspot.com/
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Dog lovers and their four-legged friends are 
welcome at the screening of "Wiener Takes 
All," which chronicles the grit and glory of 
dachshunds who love to run in competitive 
races. The film will be shown April 24 at La 
Placita Village. 

ADDITIONAL INFORMATION
 

RELATED STORY:  

Slow, simmering pace warms up Roddy's 'Red 
71' 

IF YOU GO 
What: 17th annual Arizona International Film 
Festival  

When: Thursday through April 27  

Where: The Screening Room, 127 E. Congress 
St., Crossroads Festival Cinema, 4811 E. Grant 
Road, and the Tucson Chinese Cultural Center, 
1288 W. River Road. Also, special events at the 
Fox Theatre, 17 W. Congress St., Hotel Congress, 
311 E. Congress St., La Placita Village, 110 S. 
Church Ave., Dinnerware ArtSpace, 264 E. 
Congress St., and The Hut, 305 N. Fourth Ave  

Price: $6 first screening each day; $8 single 
admission all other screenings; $10 opening 
night at the Fox; $40 saver pass for six screenings 
(except opening night at the Fox); $70 student 
producer pass, with current ID, for all screenings 
and workshops (including opening night); $100 
producer pass, for all screenings and workshops 
(including opening night); $150 Gold Sponsor 
pass, for all screenings, workshops, special 
events and receptions.  

Info: 882-0204, filmfestivalarizona.com 

FESTIVAL SCHEDULE 

THURSDAY 
7:30 p.m. - Fox Theatre - Opening Night • 
"Hollywood Chinese" - Winner of the Taipei 
Golden Horse for Best Documentary, Hollywood 
Chinese brings together a fascinating portrait of 
actors, directors, writers, and iconic images to 
show how the Chinese have been imagined in 
movies. Filmmaker Arthur Dong will introduce the 
film  

FRIDAY 
6 p.m. - Hotel Congress - Opening Night Fiesta  

7:30 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Wellness 
Cinema • "Away From Her" - Canada. The 50-year 
relationship is turned upside down when the wife 
succumbs to Alzheimer's disease, prompting a 
re-evaluation of love and memory in this Academy 
Award-nominated drama.  

7:30 p.m. - Tucson Chinese Cultural Center - 
From The Archives • "Flower Drum Song" - U.S. An 
arranged marriage lies at the center of 
complications between Chinese and American 
cultures in this 1961 adaptation of the Rodgers & 
Hammerstein musical, starring Nancy Kwan of 
Hollywood Chinese. Free admission.  

8 p.m. - Screening Room - Cine Chicano • "Father 
G and the Homeboys" - U.S. This socially-
conscious documentary follows Jesuit priest 
Father Greg Boyle as he helps to redirect the 
troubled lives of four gang-bangers living in the 
battle-scarred area of Boyle Heights, Los 
Angeles. Filmmakers John Bohm and Pete Tapia 
will introduce the film.  

10:30 p.m. - Screening Room - Edgy Shorts • 
"Bush vs Bin Laden" - U.S. • "Doxology" - U.S. • 
"Blue Room" - U.S. • "If A Body Met A Body" - U.S. • 
"Pickled Punk" - Canada • "Teat Beat of Sex" - 
Latvia • "Anonymous" - Spain  

SATURDAY 
Noon - Screening Room - Pan Asian 
Cinema/Chinese Student Film Showcase • 
Recent student films from Beijing Film Academy 
and Peking University, Beijing, provide an 
authentic look at contemporary Chinese cinema. 
The films provide a rare glimpse into Chinese 
styles and cultures from different regions of the 
country. The showcase is an opportunity to see 
the work of young artists as they interpret their 
world.  

2 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel 
Frontier/Documentary Shorts • "Music Under New 
York" - Germany • "Holdout" - U.S. • "Cavers For 
The Planet" - France • "Uncovered" - U.S..  

3 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Premiere 
Showcase • "Hollywood Chinese" - U.S.  

4 p.m. - Screening Room - Cine Chicano • "Father 
G and the Homeboys" - U.S.  

5 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Premiere 
Showcase • "The Stone Angel" - Canada. Faced 
with her own mortality, a feisty aging woman 
(played by Ellen Burstyn) sets out on a journey to 
reconcile herself with her past. Based on the best 
selling novel by Margaret Laurence.  

7 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • "Red 7" 
- U.S. A murder mystery, a story of unattainable 
love, and a surreal journey through filmic worlds 
unknown. Filmmaker Patrick Roddy will introduce 
film. "Red 71" will be preceded by the short, "The 
Human Condition."  

7:30 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Reel Frontier • 
"The Ostrich Testimonies" - U.S. The ostrich 
business is a lucrative industry, and the meat is a 
healthy alternative to beef. But raising ostriches 
can come with a world of unexpected surprises. 
Filmmaker Jonathan VanBallenberghe will 
introduce the film.  

9:30 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • 
"Wednesday Again" - U.S. A down-and-out L.A. 
tabloid writer thinks he has a scoop when he 
catches a star in an overseas child pornography 
scandal - but will Hollywood's powers that be 
allow the truth to come out?  

9:30 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Reel 
Frontier/Global Shorts • "For You, My People" - 
Canada • "Woman in Burka" - U.S. • "Un Attimo Di 
Respiro" - Italy • "El Viaje de Said" - Canary 
Islands • "I Love Sarah Jane" - Australia • 
"Karaoke Show" - Germany  

SUNDAY 
Noon - Screening Room • MEGATRAX, a premier 
library for film, broadcast, video games and 
multimedia, will show the future of selecting 
music for indie films. Free admission  

2 p.m. - Screening Room • Too Loose, Lautrec! A 
lively discussion on how artists are portrayed in 
Hollywood biopics. Free admission.  

3 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Reel Frontier • "The 
Flyboys" - U.S. When two young friends sneak 
aboard a mysterious airplane, they become 
unexpectedly embroiled in a world of danger in 
this action-packed coming-of-age film.  

4 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel 
Frontier/International Shorts • "Made in Japan" - 
Spain • "Veterinarian" - Latvia • "On The Upside" - 
United Kingdom • "La Parabolica" - Spain • 
"Sikumi" - Canada • "Son" - United Kingdom  

5 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Reel Frontier • 
"Broken Fences" - U.S. Joe Simons' life of 
solitude in the mountains of Colorado is 
interrupted by the arrival of his estranged son 
Dylan, who brings with him dire consequences for 
everyone involved.  

6 p.m. - Screening Room - Premiere Showcase • 
"Donovan Slacks" - United Kingdom. When a 
1920s hospital patient discovers the terrible 
secret of his past, his realization provides the 
catalyst for him to find his voice and speak on 
behalf of a local fisherman's revolt.  

7:30 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Premiere 
Showcase • "The Stone Angel" - Canada  

MONDAY 
6 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • "Critical 
Condition" - U.S. Unforgettable subjects in this 
cinema verité documentary discover that going 
without health insurance can cost them their jobs, 
health, homes, savings, and even their lives.  

8 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • "Sky in 
December" - Japan. A Japanese man who's lost 
track of his life searches for it with the help of a 
young punk and an old fortune-teller.  

TUESDAY 
6 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier/Indie 
Shorts • "Bat and Hat" - U.S. • "Brandon" - U.S. • 
"Fish, but No Cigar" - U.S. • "La Moglie" - Italy • 
"Anecdote" - U.S..  

8 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • "The 
Union: The Business of Getting High" - Canada. 
This documentary looks at a $7 billion British 
Columbian industry: the illegal marijuana trade.   

WEDNESDAY 
6 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • "The 
Ostrich Testimonies" - U.S.  

7 p.m. - Tucson Chinese Cultural Center - 
Wellness Cinema • "Complaints of a Dutiful 
Daughter" - U.S. What's a daughter to do when 
her mother looks her in the eyes and asks, "How 
exactly are we related?" Filmmaker Deborah 
Hoffmann finds out the hard way in this 
documentary about the effects of Alzheimer's on 
family relationships. Panel will follow screening.  

8 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier/Arizona 
Shorts • "Silent Red" • "Lulee" • "Left" • "Exorcism 
of Youth" • "Tympanic" • "The Electric Sleep" • 
"Limbo"  

NEXT THURSDAY 
4 p.m. - Fox Theatre - From The Archives • 
"Chinatown" - U.S. Private detective Jake Gittes 
(Jack Nicholson) follows an adultery case all the 
way to the seamy intrigue of the California Water 
Wars in Roman Polanski's classic 1974 neo-noir.  

6 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier/Memory 
Shorts • "Dear Oh Dear, Mr. Reilly" - U.S. • "Kuna 
Ni Nanang" - U.S. • "We Hear Sirens" - U.S. • "The 
Lemon Tree" - U.S. • "Intangible" - U.S. • "Swing" - 
U.S. • "Vision Decay Memory" - U.S. • "Palestine 
en Solidaridad" - U.S. • "Unknown" - South Korea • 
"The Girls of Elizabeth Street" - U.S.  

7:30 p.m. - Cinema La Placita - Premiere 
Showcase • "Wiener Takes All: A Dogumentary" - 
U.S. The National Wiener Dog Racing Circuit may 
be an unknown event, but thousands of devoted 
fans, sold out venues, and national news media 
coverage may help dachshund racing achieve the 
notoriety it deserves.  

8 p.m. - Screening Room - Cine Chicano • "La 
Virgen de Guadalupe" - U.S. • "Below the Fold" - 
U.S. • "Chiles" - U.S. • "Tortilla" - U.S. • "American 
Dream" - U.S.  

10 p.m. - Screening Room - Premiere Showcase • 
"Donovan Slacks" - United Kingdom  

FRIDAY, APRIL 25 
6 p.m. - Screening Room - Reel Frontier • "Sozdar: 
She Who Lives Her Promise" - The Netherlands. 
Nuriye Kesbir, a Kurdish woman who refused to 
be given in marriage at the age of 12, continues to 
fight 30 years later as the wanted leader of a 
guerrilla movement. Filmmaker Annegriet 
Wietsma will introduce film.  

7:30 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Reel Frontier • 
"The Flyboys" - U.S. When two young friends 
sneak aboard a mysterious airplane, they 
become unexpectedly embroiled in a world of 
danger in this action-packed coming-of-age film. 
Producer Dan Urness will introduce film.  

7:30 p.m. - Tucson Chinese Cultural Center - 
Reel Frontier • "The Linguists" - U.S. David and 
Greg are "The Linguists": scientists racing to 
document languages on the verge of extinction. 
Their journeys take them deep into the heart of the 
cultures, knowledge, and communities at stake. 
Panel will follow screening with filmmaker Seth 
Kramer.  

8 p.m. - Screening Room - Cine Chicano • "Made 
in L.A." - U.S. Three Latina immigrants struggle to 
survive in Los Angeles sweatshops until they set 
out to win basic labor protections in a story about 
immigration, the power of unity, and the courage it 
takes to find your voice. Filmmaker Almudena 
Carracedo will introduce film.  

10 p.m. - Screening Room - Experimental Shorts • 
"Red-Light District Graffiti" - Japan • "Marta's Sex 
Tape" - Mexico  

SATURDAY, APRIL 26 
11 a.m. - Screening Room - Tucson is For 
Filmmaking. • Filmmakers with recently 
completed features discuss why they like 
shooting in Tucson. Free admission.  

2 p.m. - Screening Room - IndieYouth Shorts • 
See the future of filmmaking as young filmmakers 
strut their stuff.  

3 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Reel Frontier • 
"Circus Solaire" - U.S. Three generations of circus 
animal trainers overcome financial travails and 
personal loss to reunite for their first family 
performance in 50 years. Filmmakers Robyn 
Bliley and Chad Wilson will introduce the film.  

4 p.m. - Screening Room - Wellness Cinema • 
"Iris" - United Kingdom. A tender, Oscar-winning 
biopic of British writer Iris Murdoch follows the life 
of a woman filled with passion and desire as she 
degrades under the cruel hands of Alzheimer's 
disease. Panel will follow screening.  

5 p.m. - Crossroads Theater- Cine Sin Fronteras • 
"Coyote" - U.S. A plot to traffic illegal immigrants 
across the US/Mexico border goes sour when the 
perpetrators find themselves caught up in a 
dangerous drug cartel. Filmmaker Brett 
Spackman will introduce film.  

7 p.m. - Screening Room - Premiere Showcase • 
"Brave New West" - U.S. The inspiring story of Jim 
Stiles, a modern western individualist who 
founded the politically progressive Canyon City 
Zephyr in the heart of conservative Mormon Utah. 
Filmmaker Doug Hawes-Davis will introduce film.  

7:30 p.m. - Crossroads Theater - Cine Chicano • 
"Made in L.A." - U.S.  

9:30 p.m. - Screening Room - Movies at Midnite • 
"Quality Time" - U.S. In a dystopian future, the 
polar ice caps are melting, the military 
government controls all aspects of life - and it's 
still hard to talk to your parents.  

9:30 p.m. - The Hut - Closing Night Party with 
music by Al Perry and friends.  

SUNDAY, APRIL 27 
1 p.m. and 4 p.m. - Screening Room - Best of 
Fest • Award-winning films and audience favorites 
close out the Festival 
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